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Summary

This interim report presents the provisional results of an on-going watching brief at Nosterfield Quarry, North

Yorkshire.  Archaeological fieldwork has been undertaken at Nosterfield Quarry since 1991, by a range of

contractors.  Pre-determination assessment and evaluation was undertaken by Mike Griffiths and Associates and

AOC (Scotland) in 1991-2 and 1995 in support of a planning application for the current quarry operation.

Subsequently, a series of watching briefs has been undertaken across the site prior to gravel extraction, in

accordance with an archaeological planning condition.  Since 1998, this fieldwork has been carried out by Field

Archaeology Specialists Ltd, on behalf of Mike Griffiths and Associates, for Tarmac Northern Ltd.  This report

initially summarises the results of fieldwork carried out in the area prior to 1995, and the state of knowledge

at that time.  Since that date, surveys, watching briefs and further evaluation have revealed the range and

character of archaeology within the site, and provided evidence for the changing use of the landscape from the

Mesolithic to the modern day.  The long duration of this project has also allowed for the development of

methodologies best suited to the nature of the site, and the archaeological remains in this area.

The successive phases of investigation have revealed a diverse range of features, dispersed throughout the quarry

site.  Small pits have been identified predominantly in the eastern part of the site.  A significant concentration

of archaeological features has been identified to the west of the quarry, where linear features (ditches and pit

alignments), ring-ditches and square-ditch enclosures have been identified, as well as a number of cremation

and inhumation burials.

The earliest evidence from the site consists of a series of Mesolithic lithic artefacts, from secondary contexts,

but providing an indication that the landscape was occupied at this time.  Into the Neolithic, evidence for

domestic activity becomes more secure.  A period of land clearance in the later Neolithic and early Bronze Age

has been identified from a programme of sediment analysis, which would seem to correspond with the dates

ascribed to assemblages of pottery and lithics produced from pits.  This may indicate domestic occupation in

the area, possibly restricted to specific zones within the landscape, and contemporaneous with the construction

of the monument complex of Thornborough to the south.  During the Bronze Age, the area seems to have

become a focal point for burial, rather than occupation, with the construction of ring-ditches (round barrows),

which are suggested to have formed the centre of cremation cemeteries, and later for inhumation.  During the

Iron Age, there appears to have been a demarcation of the landscape with boundaries, through the construction

of pit alignments and ditches.  Inhumation burials, and a horse burial, suggest that the area formed a funerary

location until the end of the Iron Age.  Romanised occupation followed with evidence for a corn-drying kiln,

and an assemblage of high status pottery.  This occupation appears to have disused many of the preceding

features.  This change in use remained until the modern day, and the landscape became dominated by the

agricultural features and divisions of land that characterised the medieval and post-medieval landscapes.
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